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IS JERSEY'S BUILT' HERITAGE
SAFE IN STATES HANDS?

‘Almost by stealth, the special character of Jersey is changing’,
writes former chief Planning officer and former St Brelade Deputy
JOHN YOUNG

The regime is vulnerable Lo development pressure and given
low priority by government. The dated legal framework is
essentially unchanged and the registration of listed buildings
is only half way through. Grants have long gone.

sovernment is custodian of many fine historic buildings: over
00 are 200 years old, and several are vulnerable; in the last
five years nearly 200 States properties have been sold. La
Folie Inn, built in 1730, has stood empty and unloved for
12 years, Le Seelleur Building in Gas Place for much longer;
La Motte St School is proposed to have historic covenants
5 expunged. Are these sale from development? Would St James
E =T still be standing if it was not a youth centre? Would Piquet
: house in the Royal Square, a Regency gem of 1803,

Corbiere Station - grand design or carbuncle ? survive if I hadn't persuaded the States to save it?
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1970s commitment to designating Conservation Areas where
the character warrants special care, as in St Aubin, Havre des

which are gradually being ‘modernised’.

special character of Jersey is changing,

ming more like mainland towns every day. Nowhere is
this more apparent than in St Helier, where high density
developments dominate traditional streets. Cottages in Hue
Street have finally fallen victim to improvement. New Social
Housing developments demand the maximum density. Recent
ts propose the loss of open space in Green Street and

‘lown cramming’ in the Gas Works and Summerland s




Newly built office block overshadows and

dominates the Grand Jersey Holel X

Many modest b
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